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SUB J : AD LOSES ANOTHER UNION ELECTION 

SUMMARY. AD WAS BADLY BEATEN BY A MEP-MIR COALITION IN ELECTIONS 
IN THE CARACAS TELEPHONE WORKERS LOCAL, A UNION WHERE AD HAD 
TRADITIONALLY BEEN STRONG. THE WIN BY THE LEFT HAS AD LABOR LEADERS 
AND PARTY STRATEGISTS SERIOUSLY CONCERNED ABOUT A POSSIBLE EROSION 
OF PARTY STRENGTH AMONG ITS TRADITIONAL TRADE UNIONIST SUPPORTERS. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON APRIL 4 AD WAS BADLY BEATEN IN ELECTIONS IN THE IMPORTANT 
CARACAS-STATE OF MIRANDA LOCAL OF THE TELEPHONE WORKERS 
FEDERATION (FETRATEL). A MEP- MIR COALITION SWEPT TO VICTORY 
SECURING FOUR SEATS IN THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. AD WON THREE 
SEATS, AND MAS AND COPEI EACH OBTAINED ONE SEAT. IN TOTAL, 

OPPOSITION ELEMENTS POLLED NEARLY TWICE THE VOTES WON BY THE 
AD SLATE - A SUBSTANTIAL TURNAROUND FROM THE LAST ELECTION WHEN 
AD WON OVER HALF OF THE VOTE. 

2. THE MEP-MIR COALITION BASED ITS WINNING CAMPAIGN ON THE 
PROPOSITION THAT AD, AS THE GOVERNING PARTY WHICH ALSO CONTROLS 
MANAGEMENT OF THE STATE OWNED TELEPHONE COMPANY, DOES NOT PROPERLY 
REPRESENT THE WORKERS INTEREST AND IN FACT WAS GUILTY OF SACRIFICING 
THE WORKERS TO LARGER PARTY GOALS. THE MEP-MIR COALITION, WHICH 
COMBINES TWO AD BREAKAWAY GROUPS, IS INTERESTING, ALTHOUGH 
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OPPORTUNISTIC AND HAVE LITTLE IDEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE. 

3. THE LABOR BUREAU OF AD IS REPORTED TO BE PARTICULARLY UPSET 
BY THIS LOSS AND IS ACCUSING FETRATEL PRESIDENT LUIS OJEDA OF A 
LACK OF ATTENTION TO DETAIL AND LACKADAISICAL ATTITUDE TOWARD 
THE ELECTION. THE LOSS BECOMES DOUBLY GALLING TO AD, CONSIDERING 
THE LARGE NUMBER OF NEW WORKERS IN THE RAPIDLY EXPANDING 
TELEPHONE COMPANY, MOST OF WHOM WERE HIRED ON THE BASIS OF A 
RECOMMENDATION BY THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD AD PARTY LEADER UNDER THE SYSTEM 
OF UNION REFERRALS USED FOR NEW HIRES. OBVIOUSLY MANY WORKERS 

WHO WERE GIVEN JOBS AS LOYAL ADECOS TURNED ON THE PARTY AT THE 
BALLOT BOX. 

4. COMMENT: THIS LOSS. WHILE CONFINED TO A LOCAL UNION ELECTION, 

IS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE PROBLEMS OF A GOVERNING PARTY IN MAIN- 
TAINING ITS POLITICAL BASE AMONG TRADE UNIONISTS IN AN ECONOMY 
INCREASINGLY DOMINATED BY STATE ENTERPRISES. EARLIER AD ELECTION 
LOSSES IN THE IRON MINES OF CIUDAD GUAY ANA (75 CARACAS 1 1087) 

AND THE PETROLEUM WORKERS FEDERATION (CARACAS 1549) WERE CASES OF 
AD FAILING TO GAIN CONTROL OF UNIONS WHERE IT HAD TRADITIONALLY 
BEEN IN A MINORITY OR AT LEAST HAD EXPERIENCED SERIOUS PROBLEMS. 

THE CARACAS TELEPHONE WORKERS, ON THE OTHER HAND, WERE SOLIDLY 
AD IN THE 1974 UNION ELECTIONS AND BELONG TO A FEDERATION WHICH 
HAS TRADITIONALLY HAD STRONG AD LEADERSHIP. OJEDA HIMSELF HAS 
BEEN CONSIDERED ONE OF THE LEADING LIGHTS AMONG YOUNGER AD 
LABOR LEADERS. 

SHLAUDEMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PARTY STRENGTH, ELECTION RESULTS, POLITICAL PARTIES, UNION REFERENDUMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 08 APR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976CARACA04099 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 36-0066 
From: CARACAS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760484/aaaactrr.tel 

Line Count: 88 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 JUL 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <01 NOV 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AD LOSES ANOTHER UNION ELECTION SUMMARY. AD WAS BADLY BEATEN BY A MEP-MIR COALITION IN ELECTIONS 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, VE, AD, MEP-MIR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



